
Dear student, 

Congratulations, you have been accepted to spend the Fall semester of 2019-2020 Academic 
Year at our institution. We are excited to host you at METU and we expect you to be here on 
September 16, 2019 Monday, when the orientation week starts. 

1. Acceptance Letter, Visa, Passport and Residence Permit 

Acceptance letter is the document proving that you have been officially accepted by METU as 
an exchange student. The document also includes the financial details of your exchange 
semester that will be supported by Erasmus+ funds. 

Acceptance letter may be used for visa purposes for those who are required to have a visa to 
enter Turkey. Not all visitors from abroad are required to obtain visa to enter Turkey. Therefore, 
we strongly advise you to examine the visa procedures specific for your country to enter Turkey 
from the following link; 

http://www.mfa.gov.tr/visa-information-for-foreigners.en.mfa   

If you require a visa, you may apply to the nearest Turkish Consulate/Embassy with your 
acceptance letter.  

Moreover, regardless of your visa status, you must apply for a Residence Permit within one 
month of your entrance to Turkey. There will be specific sessions regarding the residence 
permit procedures during our orientation program, and our office will provide assistance all 
through the residence permit procedures to all of the exchange students. 

Students must hold a passport, which is valid until +60 days after the end of their stay in Turkey.  
Therefore, students must be very careful about the expiry date of their passports.  

2. Arrival 

We are sending you some useful documents about METU that you may benefit before your 
arrival. It includes the important dates and details about your semester here. You can also find 
guidelines about how to come to METU, once you arrive in Ankara.  Please read them carefully. 

Each student is responsible for their own travel costs, and pick-up service will not be arranged 
by the International Cooperations Office.  

3. Advisors and Host Students     

There will be an advisor for each student at METU International Cooperations Office (ICO). 
He/She will be covering the administrative details of your semester.  

In addition to advisors at our office, each student will be assigned volunteering METU student 
as his or her hosts. Host students help incoming international students in their social matters 
to feel welcome and comfortable as they make their transition to life in Turkey and as students 
at METU. The contact details of your host student will be announced mid-January. The host 
students are coordinated by ICO with the help of Erasmus Student Network (ESN) at METU. 

http://www.mfa.gov.tr/visa-information-for-foreigners.en.mfa


Before your arrival, you will be given the contact details of your host students. We encourage 
you to contact your host student in advance if you have any questions regarding studying at 
METU, Ankara and Turkey. 

4. Accommodation 

METU offers on-campus accommodation to all of the incoming exchange students. There are 
several types of dormitories that you will be able to choose among, with different price options. 
Applications for accommodation will be taken by the end of July and the results will be 
announced in August.  

Please be aware that each student is responsible for their own accommodation costs. 

All incoming students who arrive earlier than September 16, 2019 can stay in temporary dorms 
for the first few days of their stay (15-20 TL per day) without making an application. Afterwards, 
those who have a permanent room reservation on campus will move into their permanent 
dorms. ICO will provide much detailed information about the dorms soon.  

5. Orientation Program 

We expect you to attend our Orientation Program for exchange students, which starts on 
September 16, 2019. The orientation program consists of information sessions about 
administrative issues such as residence permit, how to use campus facilities etc., socio-cultural 
aspects of Turkey, and tours in Ankara and its surroundings. Moreover, the program consists of 
the “Beginning Turkish” course and various seminars given by METU faculty about culture 
shock, Turkish foreign policy, architecture, customs and traditions.  

6. Course Selection and Registration  

ICO will contact you about how to select courses and how to prepare "Learning Agreement-
Before the Mobility" document once the available courses are announced. In the meantime, 
you may inquire the courses on these links: 

 Course/prerequisites/restrictions/staff/hours: 
https://oibs3.metu.edu.tr/View_Program_Course_Details_64/ 

 Content of courses: https://catalog.metu.edu.tr/ 

You can also check the websites of each department.  

We will provide a session about how to register to the courses, during the orientation week. You 
will be given two weeks to complete the course registration after the orientation week. 

7. Health Insurance 

A health insurance valid in Turkey, which covers the whole period of your mobility, is 
compulsory for all incoming students. The health insurance is necessary for residence permit 
and scholarship payment. You have two options regarding the purchase of health insurance: 

a- You may purchase it in your home country, and use it for the procedures here. Please keep 
in mind that the health insurance must be valid in Turkey with sufficient coverage especially in 

https://oibs3.metu.edu.tr/View_Program_Course_Details_64/
https://catalog.metu.edu.tr/


cases of specific medical intervention. If you purchase your health insurance in your home 
country, then you are required to submit the English version of your health insurance policy to 
ICO.  

b- You may purchase a health insurance in Turkey covering the specific requirements, upon 
your arrival with the help of ESN and the host students. Please keep in mind that if you choose 
this option, you may be required to pay around 150-200 Turkish Liras.  

8. Contact Details 

International Cooperations Office  

Middle East Technical University 

Solmaz İzdemir Hall, Main Library Building 

06800 Ankara/Turkey 

Tel: +90 312 210 7069 

Fax: +90 312 210 7176 

E-mail: icm@metu.edu.tr  

Office URL: www.ico.metu.edu.tr   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you need further information or assistance. 

We look forward to seeing you on our lovely campus. 

Best wishes, 

METU ICO.  
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